Identifying the Right Naloxone
Product(s) for Consumers

THE U.S. OVERDOSE CRISIS [ = WP/ D
AFFECTS ALL OF US.

Last year, more than 100,000 people died of an overdose,
and the majority of those deaths involved an opioid.

Fortunately, is an effective medication that can reverse an opioid overdose
and restore breathing within minutes if administered in a timely manner.

However, with multiple products on the market, it can be challenging for grassroots organizations,
government agencies, and policymakers to know which to and supply to consumers.

In short, we recommend policymakers keep legislative language broad so that those engaged in
bulk purchasing and direct service and distribution can cater to their clients’ changing needs.

The following graphic provides some guidelines to help bulk purchasers identify which products might be most suitable for
their specific consumer audiences. These recommendations are intended to help purchasers and distributors prioritize certain
products—not for medical guidance. Witnesses to an overdose should administer whatever naloxone formulation they have
available according to product instructions, engage in rescue breathing, and call 911 for follow-up medical support.
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For more information, contact:
Stacey McKenna, Resident Senior Fellow
Street Integrated Harm Reduction

- smckenna@rstreet.org | www.rstreet.or
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Free markets. Real solutions.



https://www.rstreet.org/research/what-you-need-to-know-about-naloxone/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/joshuacohen/2024/06/05/opioid-deaths-may-have-peaked-demand-side-policies-could-be-working/?sh=7ed88db3b9e1
https://www.rstreet.org/research/optimizing-naloxone-access-through-group-purchasing/
https://www.rstreet.org/research/more-is-not-always-better-challenging-calls-for-high-dose-naloxone/
mailto:smckenna%40rstreet.org?subject=
https://www.rstreet.org/commentary/optimizing-consumer-choice-for-overdose-reversal-medications

